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This year’s gathering is not only a reflection on past

achievements but also a call to action, a renewed commitment

to inclusivity, empowerment, and the protection of

communities impacted by resource extraction. As AMI moves

forward, its legacy of amplifying marginalized voices and

shaping global policy will continue to inspire future generations,

ensuring that the work that began fifteen years ago remains a

beacon of change in the extractive industries.

 A 15-Year Odyssey: Reflecting on the Impact of the Alternative Mining Indaba

The 16th Alternative Mining Indaba (AMI) was officially launched

in Cape Town, marking a significant milestone in a journey that

began in 2010. Over the past 15 years, AMI has evolved into a

powerful platform advocating for economic justice, sustainable

resource management, and the rights of mining-affected

communities. This year’s gathering opens with a critical reflection

on AMI’s journey, culminating in the establishment of guiding

principles and a General Assembly, an accountability mechanism

designed to strengthen AMI’s governance structure and ensure its

long-term impact. In her Theological Reflection, Rev Suzanne

Matale stressed the need for justice in the extractive sector quoting

from Proverbs 31:8-9.

As the General Assembly convened for the first time, discussions

centered on evaluating AMI’s progress, drawing insights from

Southern African countries such as Zambia, Tanzania, and

Zimbabwe, nations that have played a pivotal role in shaping

AMI’s regional and local initiatives. The reflections underscored

AMI’s success in providing a vital space for marginalized

communities to elevate critical issues and influence policy

discussions within the extractive industries.

Delegates highlighted AMI’s alignment with the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs), reinforcing its relevance in the global

movement for responsible mining practices. However, a significant

concern emerged: the persistent underrepresentation of

marginalized voices. The General Assembly emphasized the urgent

need to strengthen efforts toward inclusivity, calling on

stakeholders to enhance participation from affected communities

and expand grassroots initiatives. 

Another key resolution from the General Assembly was the

reaffirmation of AMI’s commitment to linking its declarations

with regional and global platforms, such as the African Union

(AU) and the Southern African Development Community

(SADC). This horizontal integration ensures that AMI’s

resolutions are not just discussed in isolation but actively

elevated to broader policy frameworks, where they can drive

meaningful change.

As AMI marked its 16th gathering, several milestones were

celebrated:

The partnership between faith-based organizations and

civil society, which has been instrumental in shaping AMI’s

advocacy under the theme “Economic Justice for All.”

Shifts in policy and governance driven by AMI’s

influence, transforming local grievances into a powerful

international narrative demanding sustainable and equitable

mining practices.

The ongoing push for accountability and transparency

in the extractive sector, ensuring that corporations and

governments uphold responsible resource management.

As the 16th AMI  unfolds, it serves as a reminder that the

journey toward equitable resource governance is far from over.

There is strength in collective advocacy, and AMI continues to

be a driving force in the fight for economic justice and

sustainable development.

The collective realization underscored the necessity of

amplifying the voices of those historically sidelined in

conversations surrounding resource extraction.
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